New hope for Rasmussen encephalitis?
Rasmussen encephalitis (RE) is characterized by chronic inflammation of one cerebral hemisphere which causes intractable epileptic seizures and progressive neurological deficits. Since antiepileptic pharmacotherapy is often ineffective the traditional therapy for Rasmussen encephalitis is hemispherectomy in one of its modern variants which renders the patient seizure free but leads to a severe deficit. To escape this dilemma, immunomodulatory therapeutic approaches such as rituximab, a monoclonal anti-CD20 antibody, offer an alternative and bear promising therapeutic potentials in Rasmussen encephalitis.